The Greatest Danger Before You, by Granny D

In the end -- and it will end -- your life will seem to have sped by like a
fleeting dream. Much of your story will be the age-old but ever joyful
human experience: romance, family, satisfying work, and happy
completion. I wish you a great fountain of successes. You will also be
provided with all the failures and tragedies necessary to deepen and
widen your soul -- sufficient, I hope, to make you wise and forgiving of all
human frailties. I pray that these necessary troubles will never long crush
your optimism nor your love for this magical life.
The greatest danger before you is this: you live in an age when people
would package and standardize your life for you -- steal it from you and
sell it back to you at a price. That price is very high.
You have already been selected for this program. You have its credit
cards and designer labels already expensively around you. In the
months ahead, you will find yourselves working long hours, too
exhausted for community life or even good friendships -- too
compromised to take a stand against the abuses of the system you
serve. A great treadmill has been devised for you, and its operators do
not care much if it wears you out or kills you. A system is in place to
steal your life from you, if you will let it. Don't let it.
Read, study, meditate and think for yourself. Let your most serious
education now commence, if it has not already done so. Refine and hold
your own values, and pay the high price necessary to live those values.
Decide what is important to you, and hold your ground against all
temptations and tortures. From the pink granite of your own values, build
a fortress against the world's ethical compromises, or you will soon be
among those dead of eye who stand next to you in elevators but who are
not alive. Don't let them steal your life. This is the only warning you will
receive.
--Granny D
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