
To contribute to our densely interconnected and complex web of
relationships is to truly transform our inner journeys. --Mark Jacobs

6-Year-Old Pumps it Up

6-year-old Ryan Hreljac listened intently as his teacher talked about how
without access to clean water, people become ill and sometimes even
die. "Every penny helps," the teacher said, explaining that a penny buys
a pencil, "and $70 pays for a well." Ryan ran home and begged his
parents for $70. They told him to earn it through extra chores, and so
while his brothers played, Ryan cleaned for two hours. He got $2.
Instead of watching a movie with family, he washed windows. Another
$2. Months later, he finally had $70, and his parents set up a meeting to
donate the money. Ryan nervously handed over the cookie jar holding
$70. "There's an extra $5 here," he said, lowering his voice. "You might
want to buy some hot lunches for the people making the well." And Ryan
hasnâ€™t stopped there: now 14, he has helped raise over $1 million for
wells! This inspiring profile is from 2001.

Be The Change:

Embrace the power of small acts of service, as they are repeated again
and again.  Visit Ryan's site.


