Where Children Sleep: James Mollison?s Poignant Photographs
by Maria Popova
What the Amazon rainforest has to do with the Kaisut Desert and Fifth Avenue luxury.
On the heels of this morning’s homage to where children read and learn comes a curious
look at where they sleep. That’s exactly what Kenyan-born, English-raised, Venice-based
documentary photographer James Mollison explores in Where Children Sleep — a
remarkable series capturing the diversity of and, often, disparity between children’s lives
around the world through portraits of their bedrooms. The project began on a brief to
engage with children’s rights and morphed into a thoughtful meditation on poverty and
privilege, its 56 images spanning from the stone quarries of Nepal to the farming
provinces of China to the silver spoons of Fifth Avenue.
From the start, I didn’t want it just to be about ‘needy children’ in the developing world,
but rather something more inclusive, about children from all types of situations. It
seemed to make sense to photograph the children themselves, too, but separately from
their bedrooms, using a neutral background.” ~ James Mollison
Perhaps most interestingly, the book was written and designed as an empathy tool for
9-to-13-year-olds to better understand the lives of other children around the world, but it
is also very much a poignant photographic essay on human rights for the adult reader.

7-year-old Indira works at a granite quarry and lives in a one-room house near Katmandu,
Nepal, with her parents, brother and sister.

4-year-old Jasmine has participated in over 100 child beauty pageants and lives in a large
house in the Kentucky countryside.

4-year-old Romanian boy who shares a mattress with his family in the outskirts of Rome.

8-year-old Justin plays football, basketball and baseball. He lives in a four-bedroom house
in New Jersey.

Alyssa lives in a small wooden house with her family in Appalachia.

8-year-old Ahkohxet belongs to the Kraho tribe and lives in Brazil's Amazon basin.

9-year-old Dong shares a room with his parents, sister and grandfather, growing rice and
sugar cane in China's Yunnan Province.

9-year-old Delanie aspires to be a fashion designer and lives
younger siblings in a large house in New Jersey.

with her parents and

9-year-old Tsvika and his siblings share a bedroom in an apartment in the West Bank, in a
gated Orthodox Jewish community known as Beitar Illit.

9-year-old Jamie shares a top-floor apartment on New York's Fifth Avenue with his
parents and three siblings. The family's two other homes are in Spain and the Hamptons.

10-year-old Ryuta is a champion sumo-wrestler living in Tokyo with his family.

12-year-old Lamine sleeps in a room shared with several other boys in the Koranic school
in their Senegalese village.

11-year-old Joey, who killed his first deer when he was seven, lives in Kentucky with his
family.

14-year-old Irkena is a member of the semi-nomadic Rendille tribe in Kenya and lives
with his mother in a temporary homestead in the Kaisut Desert.

14-year-old Prena is a domestic worker in Nepal and lives in a cell-like room in the attic of
the house where she works in Katmandu.

14-year-old Erien slept on the floor of her favela abode in Rio de Janeiro until the late
stages of her pregnancy.

15-year-old Risa is training to be a geisha and shares a teahouse with 13 women in
Kyoto, Japan.
Mollisey is represented by MAP and Flatland Gallery, and published by Chris Boot.
Where Children Sleep is reminiscent of Peter Menzels’s voyeuristic tours of the world
through people’s diets and possessions, and JeongMee Yoon’s look at the conditioning of
children’s gender identity through the color schemes of their bedrooms. The book’s
glow-in-the-dark cover, a-la Radioactive, is a wonderfully playful cherry on top.
All images courtesy of James Mollison via The New York Times

